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jlehr@joplinglobe.com

A lawsuit filed by the family 
of 2-year-old Clesslynn Craw-
ford claims her father made 
demands for her safe remov-
al from the scene prior to her 
being shot and killed by a 
SWAT team sniper during the 
father’s violent standoff with 
police.

The lawsuit is that of Car-
la Crawford, the maternal 
grandmother of the slain girl. 
It was filed Friday in federal 
court in Kansas on behalf of 
the girl’s estate.

The cities of Joplin and 
Baxter Springs, Kansas, and 
Cherokee County are des-
ignated in the lawsuit along 
with an unnamed Joplin Po-
lice Department SWAT team 
sniper as co-defendants in 
the case.

The girl was killed by a 
round fired by the sniper that 
struck her in the head during 

her father’s standoff with law 
enforcement March 26, 2022, 
at his trailer home in the 300 
block of Wyandotte Avenue 
in Baxter Springs.

The Joplin SWAT team was 
responding at the time to a 
Baxter Springs police request 
for assistance in the handling 
of a domestic disturbance. 
The girl’s father, Eli Craw-
ford, 37, had shot and killed 
her mother, Taylor D. Shutte, 
27, of Webb City, and fired 
more than 90 rounds at offi-
cers while refusing to come 
out of his home, according to 

an investigation of the inci-
dent by the Kansas Bureau of 
Investigation.

The father is believed to 
have shot and killed himself 
at some point in the standoff 
that lasted more than two 
hours.

The KBI reported a little 
more than a week after 
the shootings that Baxter 
Springs police went to the 
address in response to a 
woman’s 911 call for help. 
Eli Crawford answered the 
door when officers knocked 
but slammed it shut when 

he saw it was police.
His daughter, Clesslynn, 

reopened the door and her 
mother, Shutte, came run-
ning out of the trailer, leaving 
the girl behind. As she fled, 
the father stepped outside, 
shot her multiple times and 
began shooting at the four 
police officers there, accord-
ing to the KBI.

The officers retreated a 
safe distance without return-
ing fire, even though Craw-
ford kept shooting at them 

Lawsuit filed over toddler’s death in 2022 standoff
2-year-old shot  

by SWAT team sniper

Former student kills  
3 children, 3 adults  

killed at school 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — A for-
mer student shot through the 
doors of a Christian elemen-
tary school and killed three 
children and three adults 
after elaborately planning the 
massacre by drawing out a 
detailed map and conducting 
surveillance of the building, 
police said.

The massacre at The Cov-
enant School in Nashville 
was the latest in a series of 
mass shootings in a country 
that has grown increasingly 
unnerved by bloodshed in 
schools.

The victims included three 
9-year-old children, the 
school’s top administrator, 
a substitute teacher and a 
custodian. Amid the chaos 
a familiar ritual played out: 
Panicked parents rushed 
to the school to see if their 
children were safe and tear-
fully hugged their kids, and a 
stunned community planned 
vigils for the victims.

“I was literally moved to 
tears to see this and the kids 
as they were being ushered 
out of the building,” Metro-
politan Nashville Police Chief 
John Drake said Monday 
during one of several news 
conferences.

Police gave unclear infor-
mation on the gender of the 
shooter. For hours, police 

Nashville 
police: 
Shooter 
planned 
attack

BY DEBBY WOODIN
dwoodin@joplinglobe.com

Two past residents of Joplin 
— one the creator of a 
popular chili seasoning 
and the other a college 

professor who introduced Model 
United Nations participation to 
Joplin — are being recognized this 
month by Historic Murphysburg 
Preservation as part of Women’s 
History Month.

Though the women did not 
live in Murphysburg, they were 
residents of the Wilson-Hatten ad-
dition to the north of the Murphys-
burg boundary, said Mary Anne 
Phillips, a resident and researcher 
of Murphysburg.

The two women being recog-
nized are Mary Kirk Kelly, a native 
of Alabama who came to Joplin to 
teach, and Dora Kneeland, who 
is credited with creating the Wil-
liams brand chili seasoning once 
manufactured in this area.

Kelly earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Alabama College and a mas-
ter’s degree in arts from Vanderbilt 
University, and then she became 
a graduate of George Peabody 
College for Teachers, according to 
Phillips.

She came to Joplin to join the 
faculty at Joplin Junior College, a 
forerunner of Missouri Southern 
State University. She taught lo-
cally only six years, from 1957 to 
1963, but made a big impact as an 
instructor of American history, 

U.S. government and sociology, 
according to Phillips.

Phillips said Kelly’s contribution 
to the college and to Joplin was 
introducing the Model United Na-

tions program here. She took stu-
dents to attend a Model U.N. con-
ference for the first time in 1963 at 
St. Louis. Though the Model U.N. 
program was not offered after she 
left, it was restarted again in the 
1980s by Paul Teverow, who is now 
a retired MSSU history professor.

Kelly also started United Nations 
Day in Joplin.

She received national recogni-
tion for her work with the pro-
gram. In October 1962, she was 

presented a service award for pro-
moting interest in the observance 
of United Nations Day, Phillips 
said.

In the 1970s, Kelly moved back 
to her native Alabama and became 
a clay and ceramics artist who ex-
perienced much acclaim.

In addition, she painted por-
celain art pieces such as tureens, 
bowls, plates and tea sets that 

Group recognizing Mary Kirk 
Kelly, Dora Kneeland during 

Women’s History Month

Mary Anne Phillips on Monday points out a photo of Mary Kirk Kelly in a book about Missouri Southern State University. 
Phillips said Kelly’s contribution to the college and to Joplin was introducing the Model United Nations program locally. 
                      GLOBE | ROGER NOMER

More information
TO FIND more information about the 

Women of Murphysburg series, 
visit www.murphysburg.org.
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BY EMILY YOUNKER
eyounker@joplinglobe.com

Five of the seven candidates 
for the Joplin Board of Educa-
tion on Monday offered their 
views of parental involve-
ment in a school district, 
potentially objectionable ma-
terial in classrooms or school 

libraries, public funding of 
schools and more during a 
public forum at Joplin City 
Hall.

Participating in the forum 
were incumbents Derek 
Gander and Jeff Koch and 
challengers Marda Schroed-
er, Matthew Robertson and 
Michelle Steverson. Absent 

were challengers Veronica 
Gatz Scheurich and Michael 
D. Landis.

The forum was organized 
by KGCS-TV and Missouri 
Southern State University. 
It was hosted by Lisa Olliges 
Green, general manager of 
KGCS, with questions pre-
pared by William Delehanty, 
professor of international 
and political affairs, and his 
students. Community mem-

bers also had an opportunity 
to ask questions of the candi-
dates.

On the current level of 
public funding for Joplin 
Schools and whether it is 
adequate to meet the needs 
of students:

• SCHROEDER: “I would say that 
the current level of funding 
is not adequate to meet the 
needs of our students. We 
need more classrooms, we 

need more teachers, we need 
more buses for transporta-
tion. ... There are many things 
that we need, and with the 
current level of funding, we 
can’t provide all of that to our 
students.”

• ROBERTSON: “I think educa-
tion is the most important 
thing we do in the communi-
ty. I think it should be expen-
sive. ... Unfortunately, not ev-
eryone agrees with that, and 

also unfortunately, it’s not as 
practical as ideologically we’d 
like it to be. ... I think there are 
always opportunities to find 
improvements.”

• STEVERSON: “I do not believe 
that we have enough funding. 
(Having been) in the schools, 
I know there’s a need for 
more classroom space. Also, 
you get what you pay for. If we 

Candidates discuss funding, other issues
Joplin School Board forum held at City Hall

SEE FORUM, 2A

Call 417-782-2626
or visit us at

joplinglobe.com/subscriptions

DON’T MISS OUT!

“Slow Down, Relax and Fish MORE!”

Spoonbill • Bowfishing • Catfishing • White Bass • Crappie

TOMMY VAUGHN
Owner and Guide

918-314-3923
NoWakeGuideService@gmail.com

Grand Lake, Oklahoma

420releafdispensary

DISPENSARY
EXTRAORDINARE

1st Time Patients Receive 20% Off

HEAD SHOP

GROW SUPPLIES

THE CORN POPPER

Large selection of �ower, 
concentrates, edibles and 
bath and body products.

with all the latest and 
greatest in smoking 

accessories and gifts.

with everything you need to 
grow your own.

popcorn and concession 
supplies available.
CornPopper.com

918-791-3420
21 W. 3rd St • Grove, OK

www.420Releaf.com

LOYALTY
REWARDS 
PROGRAM

918-782-2628
32894 S. 4507 ROAD • AFTON, OK

New Dock Construction, Boat Lifts, & PWC Lifts

SCAN  
TO SEE OUR  

WORK
goldner dock .com  
(918) 787-9762

Grand Lake Map

The Official
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Real Estate•Area Events•Street Maps

www.GrandLakeFun.com
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Meander through a pioneer-era living history 
village and museum located on the shores of 

Grand Lake o’ the Cherokees.

• Nature Trail
• Country Store

• Cafe
• Event Center

(918) 786-6446
WWW.HAR-BERVILLAGE.COM

4404 W. 20th Street Grove, OK 74344
email: info@har-bervillage.com 
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Zen Monkey RV RetreatZen Monkey RV Retreat5

Grand Lake Vacation PropertiesGrand Lake Vacation Properties26

No Wake Guide ServiceNo Wake Guide Service6

Grove’s Royal LiquorGrove’s Royal Liquor

Goldner Dock ConstructionGoldner Dock Construction25

Lendonwood GardensLendonwood Gardens 19



Come and Visit Us!

Feed, touch and learn about alpacas.
Buy our own yarn, gifts and other products in our store, arrange 

to take a class, take a photo with your new best friend.
GIVE US A CALL TO SCHEDULE A TOUR

OWNERS: TOM AND KATHLEEN CALLAN
35401 S. 580 ROAD, JAY, OK 74346

804-389-2579 | www.zenasurialpacas.com

Open
All 

Year!

918-782-2628
32894 S. 4507 ROAD • AFTON, OK

Loreita “Lori” Worley Gray, Broker
Located at The Coves at Bird Island

COVES SPECIALIST 42 YEARS

32922 Pebble Beach | Bird Island, OK 74331
Cell: 918-937-0014             Fax: 918-782-3280

lorigray@birdisland.me
thecovesatgrandlake.com

stay@wwcgrandlake.com
www.wwcgrandlake.com
918.435.4054 | 6820 County Road 373, Eucha, OK
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 • RV Sites
• Tent Sites
• Boat Slips

• Boat Rentals
• Kayak Rentals

5896 County Road 366, Eucha, OK
417•786•4173

www.campspot.com/book/drowningcreekmarina
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You have a choice when closing.

Choose experience.

www.GrandRiverAbstract.com

JAY
(888) GRA-TITL
(888) 472-8485

GROVE
(918) 786-8215

LANGLEY
(918) 782-4125

918-782-2628
32894 S. 4507 ROAD • AFTON, OK

FAST • ACCURATE • DEPENDABLE • ETHICAL
619 W. Krause Street • Jay, OK | 918-253-2233

SALES OFFICE DAILY 9AM TO 5PM

32894 S. 4507 ROAD •AFTON, OK
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